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fifteenth century the masters held their own ; though wages did
go up, the journeymen remained largely at the mercy of their
employers.

Meanwhile the poorer masters, those not of the livery, were
becoming of less and less importance in the gilds and were
sinking to the level of the journeymen The liveries, finding it
difficult to repress entirely the recalcitrant journeymen, who
persisted in forming their own gilds even under colour of puiely
religious objects, conceived the idea of joining the smaller
masters with these wage-workers in one body as subordinate
members of their own gilds under the title of ' yeomanry'.
Being strictly subordinate to the oligarchs their association
ceased to be in any sense a trade union.

The control of the gilds having thus passed to a few rich
members, these proceeded to abuse their powers. They mudu
regulations in their own interests, such as limiting the rate at
which members should work and so keeping the supply short
and the price high. They manipulated the civic offices so that
there was no one to control them except their fellow members,
who naturally omitted to do so.

Lastly, it was during the fifteenth century that the trader
became separated from the craftsman. In early days the
craftsman made and sold the article lie worked in. But in the
fifteenth century the class of traders who made nothing but
bought from the maker to sell to the public, became general.
We have seen it in the cloth trade even in the century before,
by 1500 it had extended to most industries. It was this trading
class that produced the great inequality of wealth. These
traders were not in the craft-gilds, but they formed' Companies ',
which; controlling the market, came to control tho craft-gild
and helped to reduce it to unimportance.

The Towns. The changes that took place in tho gilds arc only
concentrated examples of what was going on throughout the
land in all tho towns. Tlw increase of wealth and the rise of
the capitalist gave1 an impetus towards prosperity that stmt
many a municipality far, in increased numbers, in rising com-